INSIDE THIS ISSUE:

Pam Heavens, WGEIL
The Usual Suspects

Spaghetti Update

NEXT SPEAKER

Official Newsletter of the

Joliet Exchange Club

Pam Heavens, Executive Director,
Will/Grundy Center for
Independent Living

Don introduced
guest speaker
Pam Heavens, who
is the Executive
Director of the
Will/Grundy Center
for Independent
Living. Pam began
by confessing that
she is usually at
the Rotary meet-
ings on Tuesdays,
which was met by
good-natured
groans from Ex-

changites. She re-
minded everyone,
however, that like
Rotary, she is cer-
tain that Exchange
exists to improve
the quality of life
in the community.
“So, really,” she
said, “we’re all in
this together.”

Pam said that, de-
spite its name,

THE USUAL SUSPECTS ...

The meeting began with
the Pledge, led by Dan
Ivanich and the invocation

was led by Doc Ingmire.

Mr. X was Larry Walsh who
gave the free meal to Gail

Perkins, because she does
an excellent job of coordi-
nating the club’s R.O.T.C..

The X-tractor was Susan Mur-
phy, who paid for the meal by
charging $ .50 to members
that have committed the
Covenant of Service to mem-
ory and $ .75 to those that
don’t quite have it!

“the Center” is not
a residential facil-
ity at all. It exists
to provide advo-
cacy services, in-
dependent livings
skills training, in-
formation and re-
ferral, and peer
counseling to peo-
ple with disabili-
ties. At least 51
percent of the
board of directors
and the staff are
people with dis-
abilities. John
Gierich asked how
many people re-
ceive services in
an average year.
Pam said that in
2006, the Center
helped 3,200 peo-
ple, which was a
record the organi-
zation is on track
to beat this year.



Pam said a special emphasis is
placed on youth with disabilities.
“They are the future,” she said. “We
let them know we expect a lot of
them.”

“People with disabilities have a right
and responsibility to control their
own lives,” Pam said. The Center
helps them to do so.
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GUFST(S)

Mike Noonan intro-
duced Ken Norton,
who is a former Joliet
Exchangite who is
considering re-joining
our club.
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For additions or corrections or News Items, please e-mail Laurie McPhillips @ Iweglarz@sbcglobal.net










